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Introduction
The Rape of Nanjing is one of many genocides throughout history that have been ignored and forcibly hidden from the public eye. Hundreds of thousands of Chinese civilians were killed for the cause of Japan’s world domination, and the Japanese emperor's “divine rights”. This still leaves many questions unanswered about how to understand the Rape of Nanjing, and genocide as a whole. Eskridge notes in his essay, “Genocide- Why Do We Do It?” that animals kill for a purpose. They kill out of necessity, to protect their tribe and their young and hunt for food (Eskridge, 2020). Humans, however, can find enjoyment in killing, something animals wouldn’t do. Humans have observed executions for hundreds of years, and found entertainment in the suffering of other humans (Eskridge, 2020). On the other hand, humans are unlike animals in our ability to empathize. It’s astounding that as humans, we are more violent towards each other than animals, but humans have the highest capacity for sympathy. However, heroes throughout history have risked their lives to save their neighbors, being persecuted for some trait based in racism, sexism, and religious intolerance. Genocides occur when ordinary individuals turn a blind eye. Eskridge notes, “...these are the people that genocides depend upon to be successful, you and I” (Eskridge, 2020). Genocide brings trauma on those who experience it, and impacts all generations afterward. Citizens demand justice for their loved ones and punishment for the perpetrators. Additionally, the idea that many genocidal leaders were, “past feeling” resonates with the topic of the Rape of Nanjing (Eskridge, 2020). Many people who have committed genocide often saw their actions as a stepping stone to a larger goal. This is the case with the Rape of Nanjing, because the Japanese military saw conquering and decimating China as their first step to taking over the world.
Historical Background on the Rape of Nanjing
Throughout different points in China’s history, Nanking was a cultural epicenter (Joseph, 2006). Nanjing actually served as China’s capital from the third century to the sixth century (Joseph, 2006). The city wall was the largest in the world (Joseph, 2006). It was over 25 miles long and surrounded the city. There were multiple gates that kept enemies from infiltrating the city immediately. A large army was needed to guard and defend this wall. By this time, China had not invaded another nation in over 4,000 years (Joseph, 2006). China had its own resources and was able to sustain itself. Waging war was seen as against the “Chinese Character” (Joseph, 2006). The ideas of Confucius were common among the people of China (Joseph, 2006). Two basic principles Confucius emphasized were concern for others and appropriate behavior. International conflict was not consistent with the beliefs of the Chinese people. Nanjing had a great cultural environment with many museums, palaces, and tombs (Joseph, 2006). By the late 1930s, Nanjing had a booming population as well, with 1.3 million citizens in 1937 (Joseph, 2006). At this time, Nanjing had both modernized technology and ancient ways of life as well. There were cars on the roads as well as carts being pulled by animals (Joseph, 2006). This peaceful and diverse city was about to change forever with the Japanese bombing of Shanghai and Nanjing. 
    The first of many bombings began on August 13, 1937 and hit both Shenghigh and Nanjing (Joseph, 2006). They were indiscriminate in their bombing locations. They targeted hospitals, schools, industrial buildings, and government buildings (Joseph, 2006). The Japanese people were indoctrinated with specific ideas that are consistent with acts of war. Japanese children were taught from an early age that the Japanese emperor was a god (Joseph, 2006). The most prominent toys were related to the military (Joseph, 2006). Young boys were raised on the idea that they must fight for Japan as soldiers, and be willing to die for the cause (Joseph, 2006). Children were also taught that one of Japan’s goals was to conquer China and to kill the Chinese people. Additionally, all Japanese citizens were expected to honor the emperor as the son of heaven (Joseph, 2006). Bushido, the way of the warrior, was the ethical code for all Japanese citizens (Joseph, 2006). Through this code, citizens saw their own lives as worthless compared to that of the holy emperor. The emperor was supposed to conquer the world, according to Bushido (Joseph, 2006). The Tanaka Memorial in Japan is a physical representation of this belief. The memorial had these words included, “To conquer the world, we must first conquer China” (Joseph, 2006). It also included this quote, “With China’s entire resources at our disposal we shall conquer India, Central Asia, and Europe” (Joseph, 2006).  Japan’s government relied on the peoples’ belief that the Japanese emperor should rule the globe. This intense and rigid indoctrination is how citizens rationalized and supported genocides like the Rape of Nanjing. 
    Japanese soldiers began their march to conquer China in July of 1937 (Joseph, 2006). On August 13th, 1937 the bombings began throughout China (Joseph, 2006). The military sought to kill civilians to terrorize them into submission. The Chinese tried to fight off the incoming troops. In Shanghai, there were over 700,000 Chinese troops attempting to save their city (Joseph, 2006). The Japanese couldn’t conquer Shanghai over the course of weeks, so they decided to surround the city, and add more equipment and troops (Joseph, 2006). By November of 1937, with the city of Shanghai falling, the Nationalist Chinese Army retreated from Shanghai and reconvened in Nanjing (Joseph, 2006). All Chinese soldiers, and all young Chinese men, were gathered together and massacred by the Japanese army in Shanghai (Joseph, 2006). In response to the capture of Shanghai, the Tokyo stock market jumped up considerably (Joseph, 2006). The Japanese had no shame in celebrating the mass death that occured in Shanghai, and all of China (Joseph, 2006). The Japanese army marched to Nanjing and destroyed all cities and villages in the countryside (Joseph, 2006).  Citizens were massacred and women were raped and tortured. One village that had over 100,000 Chinese citizens was left deserted and vacant by the Japanese army (Joseph, 2006). The Japanese army would set fire to towns during the night and surround the village, killing anyone who tried to flee. Women of all ages were tortured and burned alive by Japanese soldiers (Joseph, 2006). Women that the Japanese soldiers considered attractive were taken from their villages and raped repeatedly while the soldiers destroyed city after city. Chinese women were seen as a reward to the Japanese soldiers (Joseph, 2006). If they killed many Chinese, they would be rewarded with a Chinese woman captured along the way (Joseph, 2006). One Japanese soldier, Lieutenant Ono remarked, “Today we shall have killing practice. You must not consider the Chinese as human… but only as something of less value than a dog or a cat” (Joseph, 2006). They forced Japanese victims to dig their own graves before they were killed. There was a newspaper contest advertised to see who could kill the most Chinese with a sword (Joseph, 2006). Historians believe over 300,000 Chinese people were slaughtered during the march from Shanghai to Nanjing (Joseph, 2006). 
Once soldiers reached Nanjing, the terror began for the entire city. During the height of the attacks, Nanjing was bombed everyday for 100 consecutive days (Joseph, 2006). The daily bombings started at 9:30 am, and continued constantly until 4:30 pm (Joseph, 2006). One Nazi Party member and Nanjing resident, Christian Krogerin noted, “I did not see a single live human, not even in the larger villages… Everything has been burned down or is dead” (Joseph, 2006). A vast majority of the bombs in Nanjing targeted civilian centers, such as the central hospital (Joseph, 2006). Japan’s ally Germany attempted to fight the Chinese, and Germany was able to take down several bombing planes (Joseph, 2006). Because of the extreme death toll, by the end of November 1937, many of the remaining Chinese soldiers were 12 and 13 year old boys (Joseph, 2006). They were expected to defend the city of Nanjing, and many had never used a gun. Japanese and Chinese soldiers fought fiercely outside of Nanjing for the first week of December, 1937 (Joseph, 2006). The Chinese held off the Japanese for three days (Joseph, 2006). During this time, Prince Asaka became the commander of the Japanese army (Joseph, 2006). This meant that the royal family of Japan had direct control over the military, and their actions would be seen by the Japanese as universally holy (Joseph, 2006). Prince Asaka openly wanted the nation of Japan to conquer the world. Asaka announced this during his first military order on December 5th 1937, “Kill all captives” (Joseph, 2006). The Chinese leaders did not know if they should try to defend Nanjing, and many Generals believed Nanjing would crumble. Almost all of China’s Generals and military commanders abandoned the city (Joseph, 2006). The Chinese Air Force fled as well. The city of Nanjing was supposed to be defended by General Tang (Joseph, 2006). General Tang’s senior military officials set him up for failure by taking transportation equipment and communications equipment from Nanjing when they fled (Joseph, 2006). General Tang could not effectively communicate with what remained of the Chinese army, or control troop movement (Joseph, 2006). Citizens retreated from Nanjing, while survivors from the countryside continued to seek refuge in the city of Nanjing. John Rabe, a prominent member of the Nazi party, helped establish the safety zones in Nanjing (Joseph, 2006). Minnie Vautrin, discussed later, helped run one of the largest safety zones at Ginling College. There were over 200,000 citizens crowded into the two square mile safety zone (Joseph, 2006). The Nazi flag stood as a symbol of the safety zone (Joseph, 2006). The Japanese dropped 500 bombs per day on Nanjing. On December 11th, Japanese armies began to penetrate the massive walls surrounding Nanjing (Joseph, 2006). Later that same day, Chinese General Tang was told to retreat by higher officials (Joseph, 2006). Tang knew he wouldn’t be able to give the retreat orders to the soldiers fighting throughout the city, because they had no communication system (Joseph, 2006). On December 12th, General Tang and remaining Chinese military officers retreated from Nanjing without telling their troops (Joseph, 2006). Many soldiers continued to fight without leadership, and Japanese forces trapped these vulnerable Chinese soldiers and citizens within the walls of Nanjing (Joseph, 2006). Japanese soldiers ran through the city of Nanjing, firing indiscriminately at refugees and citizens (Joseph, 2006). Chinese soldiers tried to abandon their military uniforms so they could blend in with the crowds and attempt to flee. A reporter named Yoshio Moriyama noted, “When Nanking was captured, 30,000 Chinese were driven to the foot of the city wall...Machine guns swept the crowd. Everyone was killed, mostly women, children, and the elderly” (Joseph, 2006). Few Chinese soldiers continued to battle, but they were decimated by the Japanese. They continued to kill until there were no Chinese citizens to be seen in the city of Nanjing, which formerly was a cultural haven (Joseph, 2006). Japan saw this battle as a sign that China would be conquered, and their economy boomed. 
The Heroism of Educator Minnie Vautrin
Minnie Vautrin is one of the unsung saints of the Rape of Nanking and gave her life to trying to help victims of war. Minnie was born in a small town in Illinois in 1886 (Hu, 2016). She obtained undergraduate degrees from Illinois State and the University of Illinois, and earned her Master’s Degree at Columbia (Hu, 2016). Minnie was sent by a Christian organization to be a missionary in China in 1912 (Guo, 2016). In China, she began as the principal of a girl’s middle school in the city of Heife (Guo, 2016). It was not common at this time for Chinese women to be able to get an education, and most women were illiterate (Guo, 2016). Minnie did not realize at this time that her dedication to education would allow her to save the lives of countless Chinese citizens, specifically women and girls. 
Her heroism came into play when she became the Dean at the Ginling College located in Nanking. While many of her colleagues retreated from the city during 1937, Vautrin opened the college campus to vulnerable citizens (Guo, 2016). Over 10,000 Chinese citizens sought safety at the college campus (Guo, 2016). Even the president of the university had retreated by this time, but Minnie did not feel she could leave with so many vulnerable people left in the city. She was eventually awarded the Order of Jade, which in China, is given to immigrants of extraordinary character (Guo, 2016). She was nicknamed the “Goddess of Mercy” in China because of her dedication to humanitarian efforts (Guo, 2016). 
She was a firsthand witness to the atrocities inflicted on the Chinese by Japanese soldiers. In the first six weeks of Japanese invasion, over 200,000 civilians were killed (Guo, 2016). Minnie often hid and sheltered women and girls escaping rapes by Japanese soldiers the night before. It is estimated that Japanese soldiers raped 20,000 innocent Chinese women, with the youngest known being age 9, and the oldest being age 76 (Guo, 2016). Nanjing, which was once a bustling city filled with culture became isolated and dead. During this time, Minnie Vautrin helped lead the International Red Cross Committee in Nanking (Guo, 2016). The goal was to help the Chinese handle the immense needs of the Nanjing community and help individuals get necessary resources. However, almost all of the individuals and organizations that came to China to help abandoned the city as the violence grew (Guo, 2016). Only 13 individual American missionaries stayed in Nanking after it was destroyed, and Minnie Vautrin was one of them (Guo, 2016). Minnie was known for her ability to coordinate rescue efforts and provide resources to victims. Minnie was not afraid to confront the Japanese soldiers, who treated her differently because she was American (Guo, 2016). Minnie had many face to face interactions with Japanese soldiers who attempted to breach the college to capture Chinese women and rape them (Guo, 2016). 
During this time, the Emergency Committee was selected by the president of Ginling College (Guo, 2016). The commission had to put up American flags and Japanese proclamations to protect the Chinese citizens inside the walls of the college (Guo, 2016). The first roundup of refugees took place in December of 1937 by the Emergency Committee. The first group of refugees in the college consisted of 850 citizens by December 13th (Guo, 2016). Within three days of the roundup, the number of those protected within the Ginling College reached 4,000 citizens (Guo, 2016). First they utilized dormitories, but the conditions in the streets of Nanjing were so horrible that people filled all of the halls and classrooms. The Ginling College contained over 10,000 people by December 22nd (Hu, 2016). The college operated as an emergency shelter for the Chinese from November 22, 1937, to May 21, 1938 (Guo, 2016). 
Minnie wanted the violence against the Chinese to be remembered in history. She made an effort to document the atrocities she witnessed, saying, “how many thousands were mown down by guns or bayoneted we shall probably never know for in many cases oil was thrown over their bodies and they were burned…” (Guo, 2016). People went to extreme lengths to avoid capture by the Japanese, which was a certain death. Young women cut their hair and tried to look like men or elderly people in order to not be captured (Guo, 2016). The Chinese men of the households, the fathers and husbands, felt their wives were safer in the refuge at Ginling College (Guo, 2016). Many men sobbed at the gates of the college as they sent off their family members. 
The campus itself faced break ins and invasions of Japanese soldiers. In a ten day span in December, each day, groups of Japanese soldiers invaded the college campus (Guo, 2016). The soldiers were still able to locate and massacre Chinese soldiers in the Nanking safety zone. The conditions in the camp worsened as food rations began to dwindle. Women usually had hot water during the day, and were given two meals of rice per day as well (Guo, 2016). The women were simply grateful to be alive and safe for the time being. The massacre is known for its brutality that’s exemplified by the motto created by the Japanese, “Kill all, loot all, and burn all” (Guo, 2016). Minnie Vautrin was a witness to the intricacies of the killings by the Japanese. She noticed fires over the city at night. She said of the fires, “I have been suspecting that many of the fires we see at night are to cover either looting or killing” (Guo, 2016). Other observers noted that there were thousands of bodies of civilians and soldiers on the streets, and many of them remained unburied until the summer of 1938 (Guo, 2016). Early on 16 December, Minnie observed that “there probably is no crime that has not been committed in this city today” (Guo, 2016). 
Once, Minnie Vautrin was held hostage with other workers in her refugee camp at the college. She knelt on the ground with a gun to her head while Japanese soldiers took 12 girls from the camp (Guo, 2016). She was forced to watch the girls walk by her, crying and screaming. However, Minnie knew if she lunged toward them, she would be shot, and more girls would be kidnapped. On a different occasion, Japanese soldiers invaded the camp and took 21 girls, whom they claimed to be prostitutes (Guo, 2016). The Japanese soldiers used the excuse that if the prostitutes were given to the soldiers as an offering, there would be no “innocent” girls or women raped (Guo, 2016). There was no proof that the 21 women were prostitutes, and it didn’t matter to the soldiers anyway. Soon enough, the Japanese gained control of China on a political scale. A temporary government created by the Japanese ruled all Chinese citizens to return to their homes by February 4, 1938 (Guo, 2016). Many of the Chinese women who returned home were immediately raped and burglarized (Guo, 2016). Husbands were forced to exit the home while soldiers assaulted their wives and daughters (Guo, 2016). By May 29th, 1938, there were only 900 people left at Minnie Vautrin’s refugee camp. Many of the refugee camps were disbanded throughout China. Ginling College was one of the six last camps in China during 1938 (Guo, 2016). 
Minnie Vautrin attempted to make the refugees' lives have a sense of normalcy. She tried to organize ways for the women to make income, even while in the camp (Guo, 2016). She found 100 of the most disadvantaged women in the camp, and these women were paid for sewing citizen clothes during the attacks (Guo, 2016). For example, one woman who lost all three of her sons to the killings, was awarded six dollars (Guo, 2016). This money was enough for her to start up her business selling Chinese doughnuts (Guo, 2016). Because men had been assumed to be Chinese soldiers and were killed, many young women had both children and older parents to care for (Guo, 2016). Minnie also organized weekly church services and gospel classes that brought refugees together in hopes of a better future (Guo, 2016). Prayer was a powerful coping mechanism for Chinese citizens and missionaries from around the globe in Nanjing. Minnie also made efforts to help people find their missing loved ones. Minnie Vautrin and her colleagues investigated cases where women did not know where their husbands were (Guo, 2016). They discovered 738 cases of Chinese men who had been kidnapped by the Japanese soldiers (Guo, 2016). One woman who they encouraged to go find her husband and leave the safe zone was raped only three hours after leaving the camp (Guo, 2016). Minnie was once quoted as saying, “Tonight Nanking has no lights, no water, no telephone, no telegraph, no city paper, no radio. We are indeed separated from all of you by an impenetrable zone” (Guo, 2016). After the massacre, Minnie Vautrin moved back to the United States in 1940 because she was experiencing a mental breakdown (Hu, 2016). At the time, Minnie was diagnosed with “involuntary depression”, which today would be considered post traumatic stress disorder (Guo, 2016). On May 14th 1941, Vautrin committed suicide by opening the gas jets of the kitchen stove in her apartment in Indianapolis, Indiana (Hu, 2016). The horrors she experienced in Nanjing took away her mental health, and eventually her life. But it is because of her bravery that thousands of Chinese women and children were spared from death. 
The Japanese Fail to Recount the Genocide
The Rape of Nanjing was largely ignored by society until 1997. This is when one of the first books about this massacre was published 60 years after the event (Shan, 2019). This book was translated into many languages, and was the first book widely available about the Rape of Nanjing (Shan, 2019). The author, Iris Chang, believed the effects of this event created generations of Chinese citizens exhibiting “postmemory” (Shan, 2019). “Postmemory” is the term used to describe when people have been told stories of tragedy by their parents, and this tragedy influences the thoughts and feelings of following generations (Shan, 2019). Many children were not exposed to photographs or the true details of the rape of Nanking growing up. Iris Chang first saw photographs of the gruesome genocide in the year 1994, at a conference for preserving World War II history (Shan, 2019). Rapists had taken nude photos of their victims, and there were other horrific images of corpses on the streets of Nanjing and Shanghai (Shan, 2019). 
Nanjing is unique in the sense that the perpetrating country never paid substantial reparations to the victims. The response from Germany to the Holocaust stands apart from Japan because of the difference in reparations paid to victims (Shan, 2019). Japan’s government has only given 1% of the monetary reparations paid by Germany to the victims of the Holocaust (Shan, 2019). Japan has large monuments dedicated to the individuals involved in this genocide (Shan, 2019). Iris Chang argued that at least Nazis were usually outcast by German society, and could not get jobs after the war (Shan, 2019). Those who perpetrated the Rape of Nanking had political power in Japan after the horrific bombings and slaughters (Shan, 2019). Nanking has been removed from historical textbooks in Japan, and it is not talked about (Shan, 2019). Even Japanese scholars and industrial leaders in Japan do not recognize the genocide that took place in Nanking (Shan, 2019). The few books that have been published about the Rape of Nanking have been censored (Shan, 2019). One step forward for those victimized in Nanking is the dedication of a day of remembrance (Shan, 2019). December 13th was officially declared National Remembrance Day for the Victims of the Nanking Massacre (Shan, 2019). This day, however, wasn’t declared until February of 2014 (Shan, 2019). This fact exemplifies how much Japan has tried to erase this atrocity from history. Victims have not been fully recognized, children rarely learn about the massacre, and only recently has a day been dedicated to the victims. 
The Japanese often deny and ignore their history of war crimes, and the United States has tried to reconcile this. In 1998, HR 126, a Japanese War Crimes Resolution was introduced to the House of Representatives (Chapman, 1998). This act was a direct result of the release of Iris Chang’s novel, which was the first book in English about this topic. This resolution demanded that Japan formally apologize to the victims of Nanjing and American prisoners of war (Chapman, 1998). Japan would also have to pay reparations to Chinese families (Chapman, 1998). Iris Chang has recognized how unknown this event was, "Unlike the atomic explosions in Japan or the Jewish Holocaust in Europe, the horrors of the massacre at Nanking remain virtually unknown to people outside Asia” (Chapman, 1998). This is also due to the fact that Japan does not teach about or recognize the event (Chapman, 1998). This is especially shocking considering the number of Japanese people that were affected. Chang estimates that over 80,000 women and children were raped (Chapman, 1998). Many of these individuals were murdered immediately after the act by the perpetrator (Chapman, 1998). The royal family of Japan, who orchestrated the attacks, was never formally prosecuted for any crimes (Chapman, 1998). Japanese soldiers are still looked upon with honor, despite their crimes. Chang also emphasized in her book that the Japanese government made these crimes possible with their control over their citizens' lives and beliefs. She remarks, “the sheer concentration of power in government is lethal" (Chapman, 1998). Japan has yet to pay its respects to the people of China for this massacre, and that is the first essential step towards healing between the nations.  
The Rape of Nanjing and Modern Times
I first noticed similarities between the Rape of Nanking and modern times when confronted by the story of a young woman named Mary in South Sudan in an article by Time. Soldiers in South Sudan killed Mary’s two sons because they did not want them to grow up to be Nuer rebels (Baker, n.d.). “We don’t kill the women and the girls,” the soldiers told Mary (Baker, n.d.). “They said they would only rape us. As if rape were different than death”, Mary commented, reflecting on this experience (Baker, n.d.). Mary lives in Uganda in a safe place for refugees. This camp, like the one in Nanjing, helps care for refugees medically and physically (Baker n.d.). Mary saught refuge in this camp after she had to witness soldiers raping her 10 year old daughter, who later died from these injuries (Baker, n.d.). Soldiers still invaded U.N. refugee camps to rape women there, just as the Japanese soldiers invaded the Ginling College (Baker, n.d.). The women learned that If you don’t resist them, you won’t be beaten as severely. The Time article also pays special attention to the aftermath of rape. After a rape, a woman’s place in society is destroyed. She is often considered disgraced, and men will not consider her as a partner (Baker, n.d.). This mentality was the same in China after the Rape of Nanjing. The families of Chinese women that were raped saw the event as a dishonor to the family. Numbers of women raped during war are staggering, but they often do not reflect the real picture. An expert in violence against women in U.N. sanctuaries, Pablo Castillo-Diaz says this of rape in wartime, “Women, if they survive the attack, rarely tell anyone else. We only hear of the most brutal incidences or the public ones that the whole community sees” (Baker, n.d.). Although the rape of Nanjing took place in the late 30s, the International Criminal Tribunal only began charging rape as a crime against humanity in 1998 (Baker, n.d.). The first trial prosecuted Serbian soldiers utilizing rape camps in Yugoslavia (Baker, n.d.). Mass rape still occurs today, despite many humanitarian efforts. For example, Boko Haram continues to capture hundreds of schoolgirls for forced marriages in Nigeria (Baker, n.d.).  Modern theorists also believe that rape during war is a result of the way women are viewed in that society (Baker, n.d.). Commonly. women are viewed as inferior to their male counterparts. This mentality is the beginning of how men attempt to justify their violent actions against women, such as the Rape of Nanjing. 
Cruelty can come in many different forms, as demonstrated by the Rape of Nanjing. The central theme of Bloom’s article is the idea that, “acts such as genocide happen when one fails to appreciate the humanity of others” (Bloom, 2017). One slave owner from the seventeenth-century, Morgan Godwyn described the way he felt about black people as, “Creatures destitute of Souls, to be ranked among Brute Beasts, and treated accordingly” (Bloom, 2017).This is a clear indication of dehumanization, and this same technique was used in the Rape of Nanjing. Japanese generals said that the Chinese citizens should be treated as less than dogs or cats. The anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss also commented, “humankind ceases at the border of the tribe” (Bloom, 2017). This calls to mind the indoctrination that the Japanese recieved about the Chinese before the Rape of Nanjing. The simple fact of their nationality being Japanese gave them the right to conquer other nations. In the eyes of Japanese citizens, Japan was meant to dominate all nations, especially those close geographically. China was the first target of their world domination. Bloom also points out that dehumanizing language is utilized by some of the most powerful people in the world, specifically politicians (Bloom, 2017). The Japanese government mandated that children learn that they are meant to fight, and die, in order for Japan to rule the world. Bloom uses the example of the Holocaust, and describes how Jewish doctors, lawyers, children, and all ordinary citizens were forced to scrub the streets in front of cheering audiences (Bloom, 2017). This is similar to how citizens of all occupations were murdered by the Japanese, and their suffering was put on display through newspapers and photographs. Celebrations occured in Japan each time they conquered another city in China. In a paper by anthropologist Alan Fiske and psychologist Tage Rai, they argue that violence occurs when it produces perceived benefits to the perpetrator (Bloom, 2017). They found that people commit violence when, “they feel that to regulate certain social relationships, imposing suffering or death is necessary, natural, legitimate, desirable, condoned, admired, and ethically gratifying” (Bloom, 2017). Japanese soldiers were taught all their lives that killing Chinese is admirable and encouraged. They were indoctrinated with the idea that if they died trying to conquer other nations, they would be rewarded with eternal life. Killing and violence were taught to children as divine acts that serve the emperor, who is a holy figure. The Rape of Nanjing calls to mind the words of Margaret Atwood, “men are afraid women will laugh at them, and women are afraid that men will kill them” (Boom, 2017). Women in Nanjing knew that they would be raped and tortured, and that type of behavior was expected during wartime. The fact is that dehumanization does help allow people to kill. However, killing another human because of their nationality, like during the Rape of Nanjing, forces the perpetrator to recognize the victims as humans with characteristics (Bloom, 2017). 
Conclusion
    The Rape of Nanjing lives on in the generations of Chinese children and grandchildren that hear the stories of suffering. Genocide is caused when people view others as a means to an end. The Japanese soldiers viewed China as a way to gain world domination. It is because of brave heroes like Minnie Vautrin that the story of the Rape of Nanjing lives on. Genocide will continue to pervade the world until the rights of the least are fully realized and respected. 
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